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DECEMBER, 1885. 


THE MONTH. 


Tae month of November is usually of more importance from a municipal than from 
a national or a religious point of view. The November of the present year will be 
remembered in history, however, from the importance of the issues which have been 
‘vittaally determined by the dissolation of the last Parliament on a restricted suffrage, 
and the election of the first Parliament by the entire body of the people. All the 
institutions of the country, both secular and religious, may be influenced more or less 
by the change that has taken place. The general principle by which they will be 
tested will be their public utility. Whatever stands that ordeal will receive 
additional support, and, on the other hand, whatever is found wanting will commend 
itself less to the respect of the community, and will either have to be altered or swept 
away. There is much apprehension in many quarters as to the bearing of this on 
the religious life of the people. On the whole, we think there is more reason for 
hope than for fear. No one can deny that the working classes are less brutal, more 
intelligent, and better behaved than they used to be. Although a very large pro- 
portion of them are outside the pale of the Churches, yet the improvement that has 
been taking place in their condition is likely to make it easier to gain access to them 
on the religious side. We do not believe that growing intelligence must of necessity 
lead to growing infidelity; that may be true where “ignorance is the mother of 
devotion,” as it is in Popish countries. The Oburches thronghout our land have 
Tecognized the greatness of their opportunity, and are vieing with one another to win 
the hearts of the people. This is an honourable rivalry, to which we may wish all 
success, as long as it is not infected with sectarian bitterness, nor makes use of any 
unworthy means, We trust the result will be seen in coming years, and that we shall 


be a Christian people not merely in personal profession, bat by the fact that the 


Late Mayor, chill Of office; invited to the Mansion 
House, for the second time, the friends of the Society for holding special religious 
services in theatres, halls, and music-rooms. Mr. Frank Bevan, in moving a vote of 
thanks, said, yery appropriately, that fow men could give such a record of the work of 
the society as the Lord Mayor, who had himself gone among the people and preached 
the Gospel to them in theatres and halls, Such places furnish a stepping-stone to 
the Church ;.and many reasons induce the poor, the uneducated, and the badly 


_ clothed to prefer a room, frequented by persons like themselves, to the parish church, 
with ite general congregation, even my There is no doubt 
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that the society has been able to meet, to a very considerable extent, one of the 
greatest needs of the present day. It was in 1855 that the Council of the Evangelical 
Alliance initiated special religious services in Exeter Hall, which were attended by 
thousands of the working classes who were not found in church or chapel. This 
movement proved to be the precursor of many similar efforts to reach “the lapsed © 
masses.” 

Among the multitude of addresses sent forth for the guidance of electors may be 
noticed one by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, dwelling chiefly on the 
responsibility which rests on them at the present crisis, and counselling them to deal 
honestly with the issues put before them. These words have, doubtless, been carefully 
read by many thousands of our countrymen. There is, of course, great diversity of 


- opinion among the voters, bat honest convictions which find courageous expression 


will help the cause of truth and righteousness in the long run. It is ignorant 
prejudice and blind passion we have most cause to fear. 


and appears to correspond to the London Missionary Society among ourselves. It 


1883, drawn up by a committee of twenty-five gentlemen, representing different 
schools of thought, who had been appointed for the task by the National Council of 
Congregational Churches in 1880. The main part of this statement consisted of 


twelve articles of a general nature, giving no deliverance as to particular views 
concerning Lnspiration, the Atonement, and the Intermediate state. Since then, 
both the more ive and the more progressive party have been making their 


the London Missionary Society. The first of these was held om the 10th ult., 
at the London Mission House, in Bloomfield Street. We afe sorry to learn that 
The income of the sotiety has not 
advanced in proportion to the multiplication of churches throughout the country. 
The annual income is hardly £12,000, and a suggestion was made that an effort 


| The Seventy-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Board of Foreign Missions 
| was held at Boston. ana the oldest Missionary Society in the United States, 
| began with four missionaries, and now maintains 422 missionaries, besides a much 
larger number of native pastors and assistants. The meeting on the present occasion 
appears to have awakened unusual interest from the fact that a theological element 
| was imported into it. A statement of Congregational faith had been published in 
views known, and it was thought the matter would have led to some controversy 
q at the meeting of the American Board. It was, however, ruled out, and matters 
‘ were left as they stood, 
i The Rev. W. H. Beanett, us. Professor of Hebrew and Church History at _ 
. the Independent Theological College at Rotherham, has been elected a Fellow of 
i. St. John’s College, Cambridge. Professor Bennett has gained this distinction in 
i consequence of the place which he took in the final Theological Examination of 
the University—an examination which is presided over by clergymen of the 
1 Church of England, and was instituted for the benefit of aspirants to the ministry 
: in her communion. The spirit of fairness, therefore, which characterizes the 
: electoral body of the College deserves a most cordial recognition. Ont of the 
; five newly elected fellows at St. John’s, three are Nonconformists. This inter- 
: mingling of Churchmen and Dissenters at the university seats has been productive 
1 of good to both, and as it increases beneficial effects will become more and more 
apparent. 
A series of friendly conferences have been commenced in connexion with 
| 
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dhould be pat forth to raise it to £20,000. The Rev. G. Cousins, late 
Antanarivo, expressed his willingness to undertake the task of organizing meetings 


Bishop Anderson, who was for fifteen years Bishop of Rupert's Land, and after- 
wards Viear of Clifton, has died. He belonged to the Evangelical party. The 
Rev. James Philips Mursell, and Alderman Leader, of Sheffield, both of whom 


November, was this year placed a day earlier, on account of that date falling 
This day is observed throughout the world by all the 
Anglican communion, and the Archbishops have called special 


the 
attention to the importance of observing it generally at home. It is very 


cheering to observe how the custom of uniting in supplications for some special 
is becoming more rooted in the Christian Church. 
to that war has broken out in the Kast 


be 
of Europe. What may be the results and remoter consequences we are not 
in a position to foresee, There is always a danger of the conflagration spreading, 


enter into the fray which has sometimes been painfully manifest. Our daty is 
to seek peace, and pray for peace, according to the familiar petition, “ Give 
peace in our time, O Lord.” . 


LITERARY. 


Coutecrions of letters are among the most delightful reading in the whole range 


of literature. It might be imagined by people who are unfamiliar with books of 
that kind, that there must be a good deal of sameness about them. The fact is, 
however, that the letters of one person differ from those of another in a great many 
pointe—in the interest of the matter, the charm of the style, the revelation of the 
character of the writer, and other things too numerous to mention. The “ Letters 
of Franees Ridley Havergal,” edited by her sister (J. Nisbet & Co.), not merely 
evidence her unaffected piety, but have a pleasant frankness about them both in 
relating incidents and passing criticisms on books and people. [or instance, 
she says of Frederic Robertson, ‘ Intellectually, I have rarely read anything 


more interesting than Robertson; and many of his ideas are gems, and his — 


language apolden setting of no common order. . . . I think his teaching must 


of creating a generous and sympathetic spirit in relation to missionary enterprise 4 
exercised influence through the press, have been removed by death from the 
ranks of the Nonconformists. 
The Week of United Prayer, on behalf of young men, was observed by 
a series of meetings held chiefly at the Centenary Hall, Bishopagate, at | 
which addresses were delivered by the Rev. Payson Hammond, and other 
friends. The 26th of November was selected as a day for humiliation and prayer, 
at Mildmay Hall, in view of the present condition of the nation and of the world. 
The day of supplication on behalf of the Foreign Missions of the Charch of 
England, which falls, according to arrangement, on St. Andrew's Eve, 29th of 
and involving a larger area in ite desolating course. It is to be observed with 
satisfaction, so far as we are concerned, that our statesmen are anxious to preserve | 
the country at peace, and that there is not that eagerness among the people to 
i 
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perhaps, not similar teaching, I do not find those who endorse it enjoy the restful 
happiness which I do see among Evangelicals.” The book will be a welcome 
memorial of the gifted and pious writer. 


The name of Gordon, an old historic and illustrious name, has had fresh lustre 
shed on it in our own day. General Charles George Gordon, who fell at Khartoum, 
has left a memory that will flourish fresh and green for many a long year. Sir 
William Gordon, who fought in the Crimea, was also as eminent a Christian as he 
was a brave and distinguished officer. “John Gordon, of Pitlarg and Parkhill,” 
whose life has been written by his widow (J. Nisbet & Co.), was not called on to 
take part in such sanguinary scenes, bat he possessed as consecrated a spirit. 
After his conversion through the instrumentality of his cousin, Mr. Gordon Forlong, 
his aim was “ to show how a country gentleman could prove himself a Christian in 
everything.” He became extraordinarly active in Christian work, so that the late 
Brownlow North said of him, “If there is any bit of work that none of us likes 
to do, there he is to do it.” The narrative is a stimulating record of one who 
made the most of every opportunity, and lived, in the best and highest sense, a 
fall life. 


Bible characters have always furnished a favourite subject for discourses 
preached in series; but the particular group taken up under the title of “ Bible 
Heathens,” by the Rev. C. M. Grant, of Dundee (J. Nisbet & Co.), we do not 
remember to have met with in that form before. Ten of them are mentioned in the 
Old Testament, sach as Ittai, the Gittite; Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian, ete.; and the 
remainder are New Testament characters. The writing is sensible and vigorous, 
without any very Special quality otherwise. 


Abyssinia,” translated from the German of Dr. Thiersch, by Sarah M. 
Pereira (J. Nisbet & Co.), is a small book containing a great deal of accurate. 
and valuable information. After a short account of the country, it gives a sketch 
of its history down to the present time. As a good deal of public attention has 
been directed to Abyssinia of late, the work has appeared very opportunely. 


_ “Heavenly Relationships,” by Mary E. Beck (J. Nisbet & Co.), speaks of 
relationship to God and to Christ under various aspects, such as Father, Brother, 
Bridegroom, Friend, etc. It is written in a warm and affectionate vein. 


| REVIEW OF THE YEAR. 
Ix coming, a8 we now do, to our last issue for another year, we are naturally 
led to take a brief retrospect of the bygone months, and to ask how it has 
fared with the cause of evangelical truth and with Christian union in our own 
country and throughout the world. While the year now entering on its closing 
month will be very memorable in our political annals, it has not been signalized 
by anything of equal significance in the region of the Churches. There has been 
a great deal of agitation about ecclesiastical questions, which may have been 

not tell directly on the spiritual life of the country. 
Perhaps the most striking feature of a purely religious kind’ has been the 
remarkable work among the students at our seats of learning. Both the English 
Universities and those in Scotland have been powerfally affected. Young men 
from all the various classes at the colleges have been converted in large numbers, 
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to bring others to the Saviour. It is remarkable that students 
that are have furnished 
the largest number of recruits to the gracious movement. It was among the 
medical stadents in Scotland that the tide of spiritual influence ran strongest, 
and the class of athletic young men furnished at Cambridge some of the most 
remarkable fruits of the blessed quickening. A movement of this kind possesses 
peculisr features of interest. The youth of the converts and their social position 
naturally attract attention and sympathy, but the most hopeful feature of the case 
is found in the fact that the results are likely to be widespread and far-reaching. 
We are encouraged to look for a rich harvest in the future by recalling the fact 
that it was with a few stadents at Oxford that the movement took its rise 
which culminated in the gigantic labours of Whitefield and Wesley, with their 
band of coadjutors, and in the great revival, both in England and America, which 
was brought about by their proclamation of the message of salvation. 

In regard to missionary enterprise, it bas to be observed with regret that 
almost all branches of effort have been crippled by a want of sufficiently ample 
funds, The reports of the various societies, with little exception, tell the same 
discouraging tale—the heathen world is waiting for the light, and‘ perishing in 
darkness. Doors of access are opened up, but means are lacking to send the 
messengers who can carry with them the lamp of !ife,- Doubtless the priacipal 
reason for this diminution of the needful aid is to be found in the long-continued 
depression which has affected the world of commerce. We can hardly, however, 
hold the Charches clear of all blame. Were there not too much of a Laodicean 
spirit among us, we should be like those of whom the Apostle speaks, who, out 
of the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty, gave as they were able, 
and beyond what they were able. Let us hope that the approaching year will 
bring a more cheerful account, and, to this end, let us stir ourselves up, that we 
come short in this grace also. 
encouraging feature about missionary enterprise is closely connected 
point on which we first touched. The revival at the Universities 
followed by several offering themselves for service in the foreign field. 
er result has been a fuller attempt to evangelize the country districts 
the summer months. This movement has not, by any means, been limited 
labours of the students. The condition of the outlying villages, indeed, 
_ has attracted attention, only inferior to that excited by the bitter ery of out- 
cast London. The Salvation Army, as might naturally have been anticipated, 
have organized an itinerant branch, to perambulate the agricultural districts. The 
Wesleyans have taken the question up with their characteristic practical zeal, 


effected, and England become more of a Christian country than she has ever 
been. 


_ The Social Parity question has forced itself into. public notice during the 
present year in a way that was never known before. The movement ~had been 
slowly gathering strength for some time, through the incessant and courageous 
labours of a few ladies as well as gentlemen. The public were, however, startled 
suddenly into a sense of the dreadful nature of the organized vice that existed 


under the smooth surface of society. Something was accomplished in the way 


4 
ma have Deen iorming @ DOGy Ol Village evangelists. We may hope that, wilt 
large and well-sustained efforts to overtake the ignorance and practical heathenism 7 
of a large proportion of the agricultural labourers, a permanent change will be 
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our own mind, that conclasion is often | is a tendency to suppose that A 
indicated ) never can 
which is of God to him The any faithful | 
arguments that go to disprove the doct for all ti 
men by He Spirit, apart 
who have received the teachi 
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Supposing that He reveals beloved Son ; | 
immediately, by suggestions in fe we | 
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We find 
migh 
Dy faith 
in love, may be able to com- 
for ever. Christ is the ix all saints what is the breadth, 
God. The angels desite to look nd height, and depth; and to | 
things because they relate to the the love of Christ, which passeth | = 
whom they adore. knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
Thank God, some things are eternally | the fulness of God.” Go. Bowsy. | 
{ 
[From our own Correspondent. } | 
Nov. 17, 1885. volutionary confusion | 1 a 
Tue month has naturally been absorbed,| The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes has SS 
in Protestant circles, by the one topic of in- | been celebrated, as proposed, by all the Pro- 7 - 
tense Protestant interest, political, historical, | testant Churches in France, in Switzerland, 1 
religions, The echoes of the past, and the | and elsewhere, wherever descendants of the ie. 
streams of light irradiating the events of the | Huguenots, unforgetful of their origin, are to ui 
last two hundred years, in which France— | be found. | aa 
lively, straggling, sparkling France—ever In Paris, each Church had its celebration i 
seeking the pre-eminence she is so wonder- | on the 18th of October, and all united for « i ei 
fally endowed to attain, has sunk lower, | general commemoration in the Church of the ie 
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the last February by the Committees of the two 
and | densian Church and the Chiesa Libers. to 
: ed negotiate union, agree to recommend to those 
i amalgamation of the two Churches, so that 
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ander instraction im connexion with the threes Boards being 63,561. Letters pathy 
congrattilation were addresed to:the mesting of the Board by the members of the Syris 
Mission, and by the pastors of the native eharches in Japan. The reading of these letters 1 
letter pastors was prepared entirely om their own motion, and the translation, ee 
made by one of their own number, is printed verbatios of literati on it was forwarded, with- 4 
out amendment either by the missionaries or by any one in this country. That such a letter = 
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well, and are surprised if you do not agree with them, We have to it 
lagoons are. characteristic feature of the coast. Originally, no doubt, part 
which they in places communicate (as at Lagos), they are separated from it 
strip of land, sometimes a hundred yards wide—never more than two or three miles. 


by a 
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Zeca 


to pass the night in the ewamp, on 
the myriads of mosquitoes, who already began to make their presence felt. We 
a village a little way from the water, and so escaped being eaten ap alive; but 
mech sleep. At four o'clock an alarm was raised that an army of ants wes in 
all hands turned out, for the ants were of a peculiarly vicious kind. It being near 
daylight, we made our preparations and started for a two hours’ tramp to Godomé. I had 
the pleasure of doing the whole distance in pouring raia,—euch rain as is known only in the 
tropics. My macintosh was absolutely usdless. I fancy the climate and the sun had affected ~ 
it, for in about ten minates I was wet through, and owing to the earelesmess of the carriers 


ar, 


Noreock, 2.%., Stoke. 
Stoke. 


Mrs. Omerod, 

Mrs. T. L. Butler, Wellington. 

Rer. John Bullock, u.s., Torquay. SPECIAL PRAYER. 

Miss Harper, Torquay. A draft circular, addressed to the branches 

Admiral, Grant, Deygoport. suggesting united prayer with reference to 

Mes. Grant, Devoupast. present crisis in the public and private life of | 
Mrs. C, Read, Devonport. the nation, was approved and adopted, ‘ 
BE. Devonport. RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IW TURKEY. 

Mrs. Paget Biake, With regard to the cases of religious perse- 

Captain C. RB. Arbuthnot, Plymouth. cution in Turkey,.it was reported that the 

Miss Fawckner, Plymouth. Marquess of Salisbury, who had been asked 

Miss Stoll, Plymouth. deputation 

Miss Minchié, Plymouth. had been unable to do so, owing to indisposi- 


my provisions and clothes fared no better. Fortunately, the san came out immediately we 
reached Godomé, where I had my clothes dried, and after the usual remedies | am feeling no ’ 
worse for the wetting. At two o'clock I gota hammock, and went down to the water-side to 
embark. Hammock travelling is another new experience, and I cannot say is altogether un- 
pleasant. It certainly came as an agreeable change after the hard planks of the canoe.” 
Alliance. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
A of the Council was held on 
Thursday, Nov. 5; the Treasurer presiding. 
and prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Miss Ord, Stoke. 
| NEW MEMBERS. Hasw ~ 
General Field reported on his recent — | 
deputation work, and the following persons Mrs. : 
were unanimously admitted to membership Miss Hewlett, Fiysspt 
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the Christion be only generation, and. atte. generation 
and home-like. It should be a true home. It/| the 
should be made a centre of education and «| tious to follow will be better than those 
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of course those who take a strictly conservative 
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they grow up, if it should become lees their | Their faith is ite form in order to be 
| home, « to which they turn to. find them- | ready to do ite work, as we in our form do oar 
selves at then be sure that, no matter how | work. To attempt to foree them into the old 
godly the parents may be, the children will not 
‘ grow up imitating their example and imbibing | conduct, the precise habits Sheaie tubs Ip 
their piety as we would wish them to do. have been traditional with ends ‘ 
You and I, who live in the heart of great alienating the sympathies and driving away tho 
| cities, know how numerous and attractive are ay) 
of home life, the spending of the evening valge of Christian training, and modes of it 
poten, for Church extension purposes; that is to say, 
away home. we not that a | for operating upon those who do not to 
Pit deal too far? we net be lometing Christian families, Here I think the right key- 
some some more dissipating nag presume there are many 
» but all so attractive that, | who 
household is away—here, there, everyw or of other cities similarly 
—and the bead of the house is away at the 
call of fashion or society ; so that the home is| that the success which attends all our most 
far less a home than it ought to be? I utter | carnest and laborious mission work among ; 
this warning for the consideration of all Christian That is to say, 
| parents, especially with regard to those children | the men and women of formed character and 
) that are no longer children, bat are at an age | habits and modes of opinion, whom we succeed, 
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